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CITY OF SPRINGFIELD
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

ATTENTION OF..._FILE DATE August 11, 1981

DEPARTMENT

On Friday, August 7, 1981 at approximately 4:15 p.m. I received a call on the
pager that there had been a phosphoric acid spill at the Burlington Northern
Railroad yards. I contacted Mr. Alan Hemphill, the General Agent at the office
on North Lexington.

We drove to where the car was parked above the waste oil lagoon. Mr. Hemphill
said that the contents of the damaged car would be transferred intec ancther
railroad car.

I recommended that the BN spread a 50/50 mixture of soda ash and slaked lime

on the spilled material and to report the spill fto the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources. On Monday morning, August 10, 1981, Bob Corson and I spoke

with Robert Schmidt, the safety officer at the Burlington Northern. He said

that 24,450 1lbs. of acid (approximately 2,223 gallons) was spilled. He drove

us to every spot the car had been moved. Lime had been spread on every spot

where the spilled acid pooled. Mr. Schmidt said that the acid had been transferred
from car UTLX13582 to car GATX2730l under the constant supervision of D. B.
Williams, an inspector for the Bureau of Explosives. None of the spilled

acid entered the creek.

ce: Robert R. Schaefer, P.E., Superintendent of Sanitary Services
Ed Sears, Missouri Department of Natural Rescurces
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